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CIRIEC-Japan, the national section of CIRIEC International 

CIRIEC-Japan was founded in 1985 by our first president, Hisao ONOE 
(Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University) and the second president, the late, 
Shunzo NITTA (Toyo University). Since then, the office of CIRIEC-Japan has 
been located in Toyo University in Tokyo. Accordingly, it is just a quarter of 
century since CIRIEC-Japan in Toyo University. 

We inherit the spirit of inauguration, which can be seen in our website as 
follows. CIRIEC-Japan is aiming to be the place for exchange of opinion and 
research among the researchers and practitioners who are interested in 
public, social and cooperative element in the market economy. One of the 
consequences we expect is to enhance the level of activity in public and 
common services that has not yet succeeded to respond the request from 
the people in Japan. 

According to the CIRIEC International statute, CIRIEC-Japan is an 
independent academic association within the network of CIRIEC 
International. 

Since its establishment, CIRIEC-Japan has developed its academic activities 
and expanded its international networks by frequently attending the 
activities of CIRIEC International. CIRIEC-Japan’s members do not 
necessary apply for the membership directly to CIRIEC International, but 
have automatically been recognized as international members. International 
membership fees are paid from the part of the domestic budget of CIRIEC-
Japan. This system is very unique among the Japanese academic societies, 
but it provides well designed and efficiently organized international network 
of research and information. 

Headquarter of CIRIEC International is located in Liège, Belgium. And its 
National sections are located mainly in Europe, and CIRIEC extends to all 
parts of the world: Argentina (1966), Canada (1967), Japan (1985), Turkey 
(1999), Venezuela (1999), Brazil (2002). CIRIEC holds a biennial congress 
to discuss issues and prospects on public utilities, cooperative and social 
economies. In addition, we also organize scientific councils on the subjects 
of public economy and social economy. 

CIRIEC-Japan, as one of the national section of CIRIEC International holds 
an annual congress and publishes an academic magazine every year. It also 
organizes study groups for the public, social and cooperative economy. 

In the following part, I would like to introduce activities of both CIRIEC 
International and CIRIEC-Japan, and also the social and economic 
conditions around us from the end of 1990s. 
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New relationship among public, social and cooperative economy, 

and emergence of citizenship participation under changing public 
sector and competitiveness in the market sector in Japan 

After the collapse of the “bubble economy” in 1991 in Japan, for almost two 
decades, we had been experienced long period of economic stagnation. 
However, as far as the social and cooperative economy is concerned, it 
should be mentioned as “growing” decades in Japan. 

There are many good examples and instances to show how they grow and 
flourish during the past decade in Japan. I would note here the following 
three examples; one is enhancing citizenship contributions to the Japanese 
society and economy, the second one is Social Economy organizations 
themselves and coordination among them as a source of Social Capital in 
Japanese society, and the third one is innovations of “Co-production” among 
public, social and cooperative economy organizations. 

Enhancing Citizenship contributions to the Japanese society and 
economy Enforcement of NPO law in 1998 

One momentum for the Japanese social economy is the enforcement of NPO 
law in December of 1998, enabling Japanese citizens to play active role for 
supplying socially needed services and activities. 

As you may know, the labor unions and cooperatives in agriculture or 
consumers have been played very important role for the development of 
civil society in Japan. However, to cope with the needs of social services in 
the 21st century, we are still short of the resources of organizations and 
man powers. After the introduction of the law, the numbers of non-profit 
organizations are increasing drastically more than we expected, and they 
are playing a key role for providing socially needed services in Japan such 
as care services for elderly and handicapped, youth support or child care 
and so on. 

Social Economy organizations themselves and coordination 

among them as a source of Social Capital in Japanese society 

Comparatively, organizations in Japanese social economy enterprises are 
weak in both of their financial and human resource foundations; 
furthermore, networking among social enterprises and local governments 
has several difficulties, especially in utilizing the mapping of resource 
endowment in the region; human resources, financial resources, social 
capital and citizenship initiatives. It may be possible to say that the workers 
in social economy enterprises are highly motivated in its organizational 
mission, and they understand the importance of mutual cooperation among 
suppliers of social services. 

In contrast, as far as the labor incentive is concerned, the introduction of 
performance based wage system had negative effect on workers in 
Japanese for-profit enterprises, and caused considerable loss of reliable and 
cooperative attitude among employees. Moreover, the workers and officers 
in the government sector are losing trust and confidence “in” their 
workplaces and also “from” the local citizens. 
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Our crucial question is whether we can combine the management resources, 
such as human resources and financial resources, in both non-profit and 
for-profit social enterprises and local government, as a substitute to the 
traditional Japanese bureaucratic supply system of personal social services. 
However, under the current working condition that the idea of life time 
employment is decreasing, skills and experiences relating to one certain 
organization should be more diversified into different organizations, 
accordingly, multi organizational skills are urgently needed in the Japanese 
local social service provision. We can interpret it as “relational skills” among 
different partners in local economy. It is identified that social entrepreneur 
as one who has developed substantial “map-making skills” and can navigate 
the “cracks between systems”. 

Innovations in public, social and cooperative economy 

CIRIEC is an ideal network for innovation as a positive consequence from 
the privatization of public services, because it is urgently necessary to set 
up a common platform including public administrations, public enterprises, 
social and cooperative organizations. And also, this platform should include 
both people form academics and practitioners. 

In this process, public authority should coordinate the supplier of both 
general economic interest and general social interest in the local area. 
Design ability is needed by local public authority for coordinating and 
synchronizing the supply of locally needed services. 

Public, Profit and Non-profit have their own entrepreneurial goal and never 
converge into a similar goal. Especially for the human capital or human 
network (It may be said as a kind of social capital) required to each 
organization are different. Each organization has its own competence in 
their field. 

Public authority coordinates the interaction among public, private for-profit 
and private non-profit. The role of public authority is not to monopolize the 
supply or compete seriously with private for-profit enterprises, but to 
enhance the level of human capital for networking the factors to provide 
services required for local development. 

We consider that to enhance the level of human capital for networking the 
factors and resources to provide services required for local development. It 
is necessary to explain the case of Yokohama as a failure of coordination of 
government and social economy. There are many examples for the 
Japanese bureaucratic management system doesn’t match the social 
economy type society. 

 
 
 
Coordination and cooperation of government, market economy and 
social economy at each level of Japanese society and economy 

Our crucial question is whether we can promote the social enterprises or 
social economy with the coordination of local government as a substitute to 
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traditional Japanese types of combined employment, and whether we can 
promote social welfare systems that are seen in European countries or 
Canada. 

Coordination with local government within local region 

We have to watch carefully the difference of work incentives among these 
institutions, and the idea of life time employment is now decreasing. That 
is, skills and experiences relating to organization, more diversified 
organization specific, that means multiple organization skills are needs. We 
can interpret it as some sort of “social capital” in each (local) economy. 

It is identified that social entrepreneur as one who has developed 
substantial “map-making skills” and can navigate the “cracks between 
systems” 

Most crucial point is the level of human capital and 

entrepreneurship 

As far as the asymmetry of human resources among for-profit and non-
profit sectors, it is inevitable to promote the movement of skills human 
resources from for-profit to non-profit sectors. In addition, we need to 
enhance the understanding of CSR in for-profit sector in Japan for more 
cooperative prospect with social economy by providing proper information 
and proper scope for social economy, and also by creating network of 
human resources among those sectors. 

As Stiglitz stated at the plenary session of CIRIEC Congress in Seville in 
2008, what we need at this moment is the democratic management of 
economic organizations and to ensure the alignment of private reward and 
social returns. So, the Public, Social and Cooperative economic 
organizations in non-profit, cooperative and mutual sectors should play a 
more important role for the innovation of providing social services to 
overcome the current problems brought by excessively market oriented 
management of organizations. 

And, questions are still remaining. 

- What are the implication of Public, Social and Cooperative economy for 
Japanese Economy and Society? 

- Public, Social and Cooperatives are connected through market. 
- Seeking for the new way to sustainability of providing services of general 

interest. 
- New platform for providing human resources that can connect the 

organizations in different sectors is necessary thorough CIRIEC as the 
hybrid organization of both researchers and practitioners. 

 
 
 



CIRIEC-Japan 5 

CIRIEC International: history and organization 

 
Objective and history 

CIRIEC (International Centre of Research and Information on the Public, 
Social and Cooperative Economy) is a non-governmental international 
scientific organization. 

Its objectives are to undertake and promote the collection of information, 
scientific research, and the publication of works on economic sectors and 
activities oriented towards the service of the general and collective interest: 
action by the State and the local and regional public authorities in economic 
fields (economic policy, regulation); public utilities; public and mixed 
enterprises at the national, regional and municipal levels; the so-called 
"social economy" (not-for-profit economy, cooperatives, mutuals, and non-
profit organizations); etc. 

In these fields CIRIEC seeks to offer information and opportunities for 
mutual enrichment to practitioners and academics and for promoting 
international reflection and action. It develops activities of interest for both 
managers and researchers. 

In 1947 Professor Edgard MILHAUD, a French economist, founded CIRIEC, 
he had earlier published the review then known as the “Annals of Collective 
Economy”. 

CIRIEC is a federation or a network of international sections, consisting of 
various collective or individual members1: enterprises and organizations 
associated with network-economics together with socio-political networks 
(government agencies, public administrations, socio-professional 
federations, trade unions) or technical networks (public utilities, semi-
privatized firms), enterprises and organizations from the “social economy” 
sector (cooperatives, mutual, associations, non-profit or not-for-profit 
enterprises and organizations, foundations), individual researchers from 
universities and research centers interested in CIRIEC's activities.  

In many countries, CIRIEC has deepened close contact with enterprises, 
institutions or individuals who have literal interests in public, social or 
cooperative economy. 

Contribution of CIRIEC-Japan to the Congress  

of CIRIEC International 

2010 (Berlin, Germany) 

Each Workshop is organized under the common theme "Public and social 
economy: a solution to the economic crisis and a support to sustainable 
development", and 2 members from CIRIEC-Japan had contributed in each 
workshop, and 1 member had contributed in poster session, as below: 

                                            
1 "CIRIEC Membership shall not imply that its members subscribe to any theories of 
a political, economic or social nature. It shall merely imply that members adhere to 
the association’s statutes". (Art. 5 of the statutes) 
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- Kenichi NAKAGAMI (Ritsumeikan University) as a panelist for 

Workshop C1 “Innovations and environmental techniques” in the 
Workshop C “Public and Social Economy: Partner for sustainable 
environmental development”. The title of his presentation was 
“Innovation for sustainable society”; 

- Hajime IMAMURA (Toyo University) as a panelist for Workshop D1 
“Public policies in training and educations”, in the Workshop D “Public 
and social economy: responsibilities in training and education”. The title 
of his presentation was “Japanese public policies in training and 
education – Transition from the employment based system to more 
socially sustainable system – ”; 

- Matsuyo MAKINO (University of Hyogo) as a participant for Poster 
session. 

Contribution of CIRIEC-Japan to the International Research 
Conference on Social Economy of CIRIEC 

CIRIEC International started Social Economy conferences from 2007 in 
Victoria, Canada. The motivation and aim of this conference is, according to 
the document of CIRIEC International, as follows. 

Senior and early-stage researchers interested by the whole range of the 
social economy components (cooperatives, mutuals, associations, 
foundations) have expressed their need for a meeting place to exchange 
ideas. CIRIEC has therefore decided to conduct every two years (odd years) 
an international research conference on the social economy, in turns to its 
international congresses. CIRIEC's International scientific Commission on 
social and cooperative economy bears the scientific responsibility for this 
event, while the organization is taken care of through a partnership with a 
national section of CIRIEC. 

CIRIEC-Japan also contributes to this research conference with 
presentations of papers and with some organizational roles. 

2011 (Valladolid, Spain)  

- Akira KURIMOTO (Director & Chief Researcher Consumer Co-operative 
Institute of Japan), as a speaker of the plenary session “The research on 
Social Economy at International level” as a representative from the ACI 
Research Network. And, he also presented his paper “The Social 
Economy in Japan: Current Situation, Trends and Challenges for the 
Future” in the session “Social Economy trends”; 

- Hajime IMAMURA (Toyo University), as a speaker of the plenary session 
“The social economy, prop of a new model of sustainable economic 
development”. The title of his presentation was “The role of social 
economy in the transitional process global economy into more socially 
sustainable system”. And he also presented his paper “Contribution of 
the Governance and Incentive Structure of Social Economy 
Organizations on Inter-Organizational Co-Production of Relational Social 
Services in Japan” in the workshop II “Social Economy & social 
governance”. 
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Activities of CIRIEC-Japan 

CIRIEC-Japan’s activities are mainly composed of an annual meeting to 
discuss relevant subjects by inviting speakers to round tables, and to 
prepare chances for members to report on their academic studies. One 
more important activity is to publish the academic journal entitled Kokusai-
kokyo-keizai-kenkyu (“International Public Economy Studies”), in Japanese. 

Annual Meeting of CIRIEC-Japan 

The Annual Meeting of CIRIEC-Japan has been held as follows: 

• 25th Annual Meeting at Ritsumeikan University (2010) 

 “Construction of global sustainability” 

 To celebrate the 25th anniversary of CIRIEC-Japan, we invite the 
Praesidium meeting of CIRIEC International to Kyoto, Ritsumeikan 
University. And, the members had contributed to the conference. Plenary 
Speech by CIRIEC’s general director Bernard THIRY “Public and social 
economy: a solution to the economic crisis and a support to sustainable 
development”. In addition we organized a panel discussion starting from 
the keynote speech “Public and Social Economy, 25 Years of CIRIEC and 
Japan” by Bernard Thiry, followed by panel discussion. Participants are 
Leona DETIEGE, Ken’ichi NAKAGAMI, Matsuyo MAKINO, Munenori 
NOMURA and Hajime IMAMURA (as Moderator), including several experts 
from the floor, we discussed intensively how CIRIEC can contribute for 
the Global Sustainability as an unique organization combining body of 
Public, Social and Cooperative Economy. 

 The whole contents of discussion will be published in our journal, and it 
will be a new starting point for CIRIEC-Japan, a unique network of 
academics and practitioners for Public, Social and Cooperative economy. 

• 26th Annual meeting at Chuo University (2011) 

 “Policy application and institutional reformation for Earthquake disaster 
reconstruction and Japan's revival” 

 Great East Japan Earthquake is a complex disaster of unprecedented 
scale, giving a blow to Japan's economy and society, are almost to 
influence the world order. By this disaster, has also become clear that 
economic and social problems of the Japanese system involved. What 
should be the policy for the reconstruction of the earthquake, triggered 
by the earthquake recovery, such as recovery of Japanese by any 
institutional reform is what is desired. 

 Along with the major theme, subtheme of three such as “Promotion of 
renewable energy conversion and energy policy”, “Town planning 
regeneration and for regional reconstruction,” “Reform and institutional 
support and policy funding for reconstruction” was prepared. In addition, 
for the common theme, “Industrial revitalization”, “activities of NPO and 
international support” and “decentralization and governance” had been 
reported. 


